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NOTICE, 


There exists some misapprehension as to our being ‘“ the 
public organ of the Jewish Body.” We desire that it may be 
clearly understood, that there exists no publication, among our 
people, which represents more than the opinions of the Editor. 
Our subscribers are by no means compromised by the support 
which they contribute, or by the approbation of the general 
conduct of our journal, which may thence be inferred. We 
shall, however, yield to the objection which has reached us, 
concerning the publication of names, and take some more 
convenient opportunity to transmit a balance sheet to our 
Subscribers. Meanwhile, there are a few who have not yet 
paid their subscriptions, and other correspondents whose 
receipts for the sale of the paper have not yet reached us, If 
their remittances be made at tee the 25th of March, our 
statement of account may not present the deficit which was 
once apprehended. 

Readers, out of the London Distributor’s circle, would much 
simplify our arrangements, by giving their orders to any 


course, without extra charge. Subscribers, of half a guinea 
annually, towards the loss on the publication, are entitled to 
the numbers regularly, postage free. 


STAND TO THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN IT, WITH RESPECT TO 
THE KEEPING OF THE FESTIVALS? 


The Seceders having now declared, in their manifesto, that 
their only religious guide will be the Sacred Volume; and 
having-solemnly denied the Divine origin of the Oral Law, the 
subjection of the above question to a closer examination, 
becomes somewhat interesting. This interest becomes still 
more lively, when we consider with what consistency they put 
their principles into practice, a consistency which, no doubt, if 
not by them, at least by their children, will and must be applied 
to the observing of the festivals. 

I shall pass by the manner in which they may measure that 


portion of time, called a year, and the manner in which they 
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may bring to accord the solar with the lunar year; for, as the 
sole guidance of the seceders contains no information on this 
subject, they may deem themselves at liberty to adopt any con- 
venient method of computation ; and will, therefore, if not as 
a matterof belief, at least as matter of convenience, keep u 
the system of reckoning observed by the Jews. I shall there- 
fore restrict myself to the festivals, especially that of Passover, 
the command for the observance of which, is so often repeated 
in the Pentateuch, and on the due season of which, the Petits. 
teuch is so very explicit. There is not the least doubt con- 
cerning the time when Passover ought. to begin, viz. on the 
14th of the spring fnonth. (Exod. xii. 6. xin. 4.) That it is 
unlawful, either to postpone or to anticipate this festival, is 
clear from Numb. ix. 2. ‘* Let the children of Israel also 
keep the Passover at its appointed season”—a commandment 
which is.of the more importance, because, by either the anti- 
cipation or postponement of this festival, an Israelite might be 
led to eat leavened bread when it was unlawful, and to incur 
the heaviest penalties. Yet it is a well known fact, that if the 
first day of Passover happen on Monday, Wednesday, or Fri- 
day, it is postponed until the next day. This designed post- 
ponement, produced by the addition of one day to the month 
of Kislev, takes place in order to avoid the occasion of Purim 
on Saturday, of Yom Kippur on either Friday or Sunday, and 
of Hosannah Rabba on Saturday. Now the reasons why these 
festivals should not happen on the quoted days, are sufficiently 
clear and satisfactory to the believer in the Oral Law. But the 
denier of it, not only cannot admit these reasons, not con- 
tained in his sole guide, (the Sacred Volume,) but he is, by 
the above quoted verse, (Numb. ix. 2,) bound to reject this 
postponement. The consequence is, that his Passover will, in 
some years, finish a day before that of the main body of the 
Jews, and he will eat leavened bread during a time when, 
according to the general belief, it is forbidden under the 
heaviest penalties. | 

By a pectony consequence, the gulph which separates the 
denier of the Oral Law from the believer in it, must become 
still wider. All the other festivals are reckoned from the 
Passover, it is therefore obvious, that in all such years, in which 
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this festival is not kept exactly at the same time at which it is 
observed by the main body of the Jews, the other festivals, as 
Shebuat, Rosh-hashanah, and Succoth, will not be celebrated by 
the seceders, simultaneously with those of the orthodox Jews. 
Nay, the holiest day in the year, the day on which the Jew ap- 
ears fasting, in repentance and contrition before his Maker, to 
implore his mercy and forgiveness, the Yom Kippur itself will 
not happen for both parties on the same day. Thus, while in 
the same country, in the same place, nay, perhaps in the same 
house, the main body of the Jews will prostrate themselves to 
make atonement, condemning as a heavy sin even the thought 
ofa worldly concern—other persons, styling themselves alsoJews, 
wil] eat and drink, will be merry, and pursue their ordinary 
labours. Not less perplexed must be the denier of the Oral 
Law, concerning the keeping of Rosh-hashanah. It is openly 
commanded in the Bible (Levit. xxiii. 24.) to observe this fes- 
tival on the first day of the seventh month, implying the precise 
day of conjunction ; yet it is known, that the believers in the 
Oral Law postpone this festival for one day, and sometimes 
even for two days, after the conjunction! If the denier of the 
Oral Law be consistent in his principles, he dare not allow that 
which must seem to him so glaring a transgression of the law, 
but must necessarily deviate from the usual observance of the 
festivals, And can the seceders suppose, for a moment, that if 
they go the whole length of their principles, (here developed on 
one point only) the main body of the Jews, even the most 
tolerant among.them, can recognise them as their co-religion- 
ists ? And if they are not prepared to go so far, (that is, consist- 
ently to act on the principles solemnly declared before the 
world as their guidance,)to what end have these been pro- 
claimed 2 A vast field for presumptions and surmises 1s thus 
opened to the curious enquirer, Some might presume, that 
they who laid down these principles, had not maturely consi- 
dered them—did not comprehend what they involved: thatthey 
were duped by these principles, like the Africans, who, con- 
ceding so much territory as might be enclosed by an ox-hide, 
did not consider the extent to which such a skin would go, when 
cut into strips. Others again might infer, that these principles 
had been laid down in order to dazzle the world, to cover by 
them the design to frame areligion adapted to the convenience of 
its votaries. Still another party might maintain, that these 
views had been adopted in order to make concessions to the 
Christian world, aa to secure so much the sooner, ** Emanci- 
pation.” As for my part, far be it from me to assign unworthy 
motives for the secession, On the contrary, I think, that ho- 
nesty of purpose and an unsimulated zeal, cannot but be recog- 
nised in some members of the secession congregation, though 
an orthodox Jew cannot help deploring, that this zeal should 
have so pernicious a direction. And if I have stated the va- 
riously formed speculations, concerning the reasons which may 
have induced the seceders to lay down so pernicious a principle, 
that there exists no divine Oral Law, and that every synagogue 
has the right to legislate for itself—I have merely stated what 
the Jewish world must conclude, when they see (that which 
I hope for,) the seceders stop short of the development of 
their own ates ars If I were obliged to choose among the 
quoted reasons, I, for my should assign the first. Errare 
humanum est. Great and wise men have erred, have been 
mistaken, even in things for the due understanding of which 
they have diligently prepared themselves for years, and in the 
study of which they have passed their lives. Then, why may 
not men be mistaken in things, for the comprehension of which 
they are not prepared at all ;—for the contemplation of which 
their worldly avocations cannot have permitted sufficient time ? 
By assuming short-sightedness as the source of their error, 
I have the gratification to reflect, that men who have been 
mistaken, can be undeceived; that men who are animated by so 
warm a zeal for truth, must come back, so soon as they see that 
truth does not lie in the path which they follow. | 
I should then have the gratification to think, that really honest 
men, truly zealous for truth, if once undeceived, must follow 
the example set by certain noble minds, which, having had 
the moral courage and perseverance to defend against the 
majority, erroneous opinions held by them to be true, had the 
still nobler moral courage to confess their errors, when they 


became aware of them. It is always too early to step into 
the path of error, but never too late to leave it. A. B. 


mpb, THE PASSOVER. 


“ Nisan, the seventh month of the civil, < the nar ! the 
ecclesiastical year, as before explained, has gare days, 
from about March 20 to April 18; this is the month to which 
the test of correct calculation 1s directed, in order that the 
celebration of the Passover Festival, on Its fifteenth day, should 
be as near as possible to the true period at ps the exit 
from Egypt was effected ; the outline given at the commence- 
ment of this section* cursorily points out the system adopted to 
effect this, and the result is, that the time of year at which this 
commemoration is to be observed, must be as soon as possible 
after, but never before, the vernal equinox. This festival is in 
the law commanded to be held seven days, the first and last of 
which are to be kept sacred; and the intermediate days, 
allowed to be employed in necessary occupations, although 
still to be regarded as holy days. There 1s an apparent 
incorrectness in our present mode of observance of these sacred 
days of festivals, which, on all occasions excepting the day of 
atonement, exceeds the original commandment, as we celebrate 
two such holy-days instead of the one ordained in the text; 
so that we have eight days instead of seven at passover, two 
instead of one at the new year, kc. &c.; this arises from the 
same cause already detailed when treating on Léosh Hodesh : 
and this caution of keeping two days, in order that the real day 
might not be mistaken, was rendered most important at this 
festival, lest, by error, leavened bread should be eaten on a 
prohibited day, by doing which, the greatest punishment held 
out in the Bible, viz. Corath, or “ excision from aiter life,” 
would be incurred. This custom was always followed in the 
provinces, places distant from Jerusalem, where the proclama- 


tion from the Sanhedrin could not reach: but, in Palestine, . 


the day, having with certainty been declared, was the only 
one observed. , | 

“During this festival, all articles produced by the fermentation 
of grain, such as bread, beer, spirits, &c. &c., must not only be 
refrained from, but must not even be admitted into the house, 
Exod, xii. 19., and all the utensils must be scrupulously 
cleansed from any impurity occasioned by leavened articles. 

‘The prayers, &c. adapted for the celebration of this period 
of emancipation, as it is therein termed, are of course, 
appropriate, and some very elegant poetical compositions 
sanctify and beautify the service. But the most impressive 
and national ceremony attached to this joyous period, is the 
assemblage of families on the -two first evenings, to repeat a 
collection of narratives, talmudic extracts, praises and blessings, 
purposely compiled to commemorate the glorious event. In order 
to excite a lively sense of gratitude to the Almighty benefactor 
and protector of Israel, sundry ceremonies are observed, and 
itis the custom, that all the servants and dependants of the 
family who are of the Jewish faith, should participate in this 
exhilirating anniversary. | | 

“On the sixteenth of this month, during the period of the 


| temple, a sheaf of the first ripening grain was offered at the 


altar ; and from that day, fifty days were reckoned, at the end 
of which, the third festival, or day of general convocation, 
was to take place. Although the offering has ceased, the 
ceremony of counting the days continues to this time, and is 
declared after evening service, announcing the number of days 
and weeks; this custom, as well as many others, rouses a 
sensible reminiscence of the once happy state of Judea; it is 
termed Omer, from the measure of com brought as an oblation.”’ 


* The above article is taken from Van Oven’s Manual of Judaism. 


(What Sollons is abridged from the Hebrew Review 
“Ir the history of all nations claims our attention, because 
the past offers its instruction to guide us how to act for the 
future, the history of the Jews, in addition to this, teaches us, 
what will take place hereafter. All of our readers are 
doubtless sufficiently acquainted with the history of our nation 
to know, that the Israelites were bond-men in Mizraim; that 
Divine Omnipotence evinced its inte osition in a series of 
miraculous events, which at once punished the tyrannic task- 
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upwards of three thousand years ago? Why am I to be 


master, and restored our ancestors to freedom. The minute | 
facts are recorded in a book written at the time, and acknow- | 
ledged as authentic by the greatest part of the civilized world. | 
When we say this, we mean, that the various religious systems | 
prevailing in pres i in a great part of Asia, of Africa, and of. 
America, and which claim to be founded on Divine Revelation, | 
however differing in their tenets, how much soever at variance | 
in their doctrines, however inimically disposed towards each_ 
other, yet all agree in holding up this book as the law of the | 
living God, imparted to man by direct revelation from above. 
And it is worthy of remark, that those inhabitants of this 
terrestrial globe who do not know or admit the Divine au- 
thority of this book, are yet in the infancy of civilization, and 
have adopted systems of religion so puerile, superstitious, and 
contrary to reason, that no civilized infidel, who refuses to bow 
to the authority of this book, (in opposition to the practice of 
the immense majority of his fellow-citizens,) would for an 
instant think of adopting those systems. We mention the 
extensive authority conceded to the Bible, not as of itself 
furnishing any sufficient proof of the Divine origin of that book, 
but because in this enlightened age of science and discovery, 
when men, boast of their profound research, mature investiga- 
tion, and ripe judgment, very few, in matters of religion, 
possess sufficient strength of mind and of principle, to be 
guided by: the unbiassed conviction of their own minds; (as 
was Abraham in his. days;) but most men are swayed and 
influenced by numbers; and the more extended is the 
suffrage in support of any particular opinion, the more con- 
vinced they become of its truth. We, however, can dispense 
with this adventitious support: God's holy law, the books in 
which it is recorded, are an inheritance descended to us from 
our fathers, as it reached them from theirs. They assuredly 
would not deceive us, any more than their fathers would 
deceive them: and when they tell us, ‘‘ This is ‘what we 
received from our fathers, who received it from theirs; each 
succeeding generation, from their predecessors up to those who 
witnessed, at the very time, the events recorded in this book, 
which, unaltered, we now confide to you;’—when they tell us 
this, we have no reasonable right to doubt their veracity, as 
they can have no probable motive to abuse our confidence. 

“ One of the events related in that book is the miraculous exit 
of the Israelites from Mizraim. This relation is held to be so 
very important, that, in very many passages of Holy Writ, the | 
fact is repeated, and numerous laws and observances are | 
enjoined in order to perpetuate its memory. It is true, that 
some British Jew,—looking to the many and wonderful 


changes which every nation on earth has, during the last thirty | 


centuries, experienced, and feeling comfortable in the undis- 
turbed security of person, property, and opinion,—may ask, 
‘What could have been the difference to me individually, had 
the Israelites not been wonderfully liberated from their 
bondage ? Amongst those who ,own the sway of [Egypt's 
Pacha, there may not be one. whose lineage ascends to the 
ancient oppressors of Israel. Without any dizect intervention 
of the Deity, the Jewish people would, doubtless, in course of 
time, have been freed from the yoke of slavery; and I should 
rip have been what I am, a native of Britain, though the 

ed Sea had not opened to give a safe passage to the descen- 
dants of Jacob. W hat, then, to me are events which occurred 


inconvenienced by numerous observances which have no other 
purpose than to keep up the memory of these far gone-by 
events?” To such questions we, in the first instance, answer : 
It is possible, that you might have been what now you are, a 
native of Great Britain, although your ancestors might never 
have crossed the Red Sea; but it is certain, that, had the 

ews never been released by the strong hand of the Deity 
visibly displayed, neither Britain nor the whole civilized world 
would have been what at the present day it is. You ask, 
What are these observances to you? We answer, The house 
of Israel was selected fora peculiar people. As, in that people, 
the tribe of Levi, and, in that tribe, the family of Aaron, were 
set apart for the service of the Lord; so is the Israelite among 

€ nations of the earth: for Aaron still remained an Israelite, 


and the Israelite stills remains a man; not selected for his own 
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selfish advantage, but to promote the purpose of the Great 
Father of all, for the good of all. And as you are one of this 
singe people, the observances, confided to them by the 

eity, are sacred to you. You owe them obedience,—because 
they are commanded by God,—because you are bound to teach 
them to others, and to show them what has been and what will 
be,—because you are a link in the great chain of evidence 
which must not be interrupted or broken,—and, lastly, because 
it is your duty to transmit to your children what you received 
from your father: as it is declared in Holy Writ, ** And it 
shall be when thy son asketh thee in time to come, saying, 
What is this? that thou shalt say unto him, With a strong 


hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt.” (Exodus xiii, 14.) 


(To be continued.) 


JEWS’ FREE SCHOOL ANNIVERSARY DINNER. 


On Thursday, 10th inst, the twenty-fitth anniversary of this 
Charity, was celebrated in the usual manner, at the London - 
Tavern. Between eighty and ninety gentlemen sat down to 
dinner, Louis Lucas, Esq., President for the current year, in» 
the chair. Grace was said in a most impressive manner, by 
the Rev. Mr. Barnet, of the Synagogue, Great St. Helen's; 
after which, the cloth was removed, and the following loyal 
toasts were given from the chair:—Jl/er Majesty the Queen, 
(with three times three) the company standing while the 
national anthem was sung by the vocalists. Prince Albert 
and Zhe Prince of Wales—Glee, “ Here’s a health to the 
Prince and the Queen ;"—The Queen Dowager—H. R. H. 


~The Duke of Sussex, and the rest of the Royal Family. The 


Chairman briefly alluded to the special claims of His Royal 
Highness on the regards of the Jewish public, as a warm friend 


-and patron of their charities. At this stage of the proceedings, 


a select portion of the scholars of the establishment paraded 
round the room, carrying. their banners, and escorted by their 
teachers and the education committee. One of the boys, aged 
11, recited in a correct and highly impressive manner, a 
Hebrew Ode, composed by the veteran Laureate of the Jewish 
institutions, M. Josephs, Esq. After this, a little girl, of be- 


| tween 6 and 7 years of age, repeated, with most affecting 


emphasis, an English Ode, (similar in style to the Hebrew) 
written for the occasion, by Sampson Samuel, Esq. 
‘The appearance of the children was highly gratifying; they 


were clothed in new dresses, provided for them by Mrs. 


N. M. de Rothschild—(An annual gift of this benevolent lady 


to all the scholars of the institution. ) 


The children being disposed round the table, the Chairman 
rose, and addressing the company in a neat speech, proposed, 
* Success to the Jews’ Free School.” Alluding to the odes 
just recited; and how forcible were appeals to humanity from. 
the lips of infancy, he congratulated himself on having had 
two such powerful auxiliaries In support of the toast then pro- 
posed. He contrasted the present, with the condition of the 
Jewish poor before the Free School was established, and ex- 
hibited the advantages resulting to society at large, from the 
education of the 4000 children who had passed through the 
school. The toast was received with enthusiasm, and the 


scholars again marched round the room, the girls bearing 


specimens of their work, writing, &c. 

A. A. Goldsmid, Esq. proposed the health of the President, — 
and anticipated increased prosperity to the institution under 
his charge. ‘The President, in reply, hoped to follow the ex- 
ample of his predecessors. J. L. /Valey, Esq. proposed the 
health of ** the Vice Presidents, Z. Cohen and MN. De Roths- 
child, E-sqrs.” The former of those gentlemen returned thanks, 
and regretted the absence from England of his colleague, to 
whose immediate family, the Charity was so largely indebted 
for its success. B. Van Oven, Esq. congratulated the com- 
pany on the presence of so large a number of the early and 
zealous friends of the Institution, and of gentlemen represent- 
ing different opinions, as well as other creeds. He 
gave ‘* The Strangers present.”—K. Scrimgeour, Esq., 1 
acknowledgment, expressed the obligations of the country at 
large to the Jews for their care to educate the poor, and made 
a very happy allusion to the artless but eloquent manner, in 
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which so young a child had electrified the company with that 
beautiful ode, with an intonation and an appropriateness of 
delivery, which he had never heard equalled on the stage. He 


declared that the system pursued, must qualify many of 


those by whom they had but just been surrounded, for 
that distinguished title, ‘‘ an Israelite without guile.” The 
Chairman next gave, ‘* 4. 4. Goldsmid, Esq., past president, 
(for two years)” upon whom he passed a warm eulogium. That 
gentleman made a brief and suitable acknowledgment. Sam. 
Ellis, Esq. proposed the health of a Lady, illustrious by her 
acts, by whom the School had been fostered for twenty years, 
during which, she * did good by stealth, and blushed to find 
The name of Mrs. N. M.de Rothschild, the — 

alluded to, was hailed with the most enthusiastic cheers, which 
were prolonged for some time. - 71. De Castro, F'sq., in pro- 
posing The managing and Gentlemen’s) 
said, that though he could not speak from personal observation, 
he felt assured that these committees must have been highly 
efficient and attentive; he regarded the regular personal atten- 
dance of the managers as highly valuable to the objects of the 
school. As one who had been a working man in similar 
institutions, and was likely to remain so, he had satisfaction in 
roposing the toast. As an instance of the fruits of their 
asedh he congratulated the Institution on the circumstance, 
that the master of the boys’ school had himself been educated 
in the establishment. The Chairman gave the healths of “ the 
Treasurers, /saac Cohen and J. A. Joseph, Esqrs,” the former 
gentleman returned thanks, avowing his deep interest in the 
success of such institutions, which he regarded as our best 
boast and security; he assured the subscribers, that nothing 
short of positive incapacity, should prevent the continuance of 
his. active exertions on behalf of the charity. The lists of 
donations obtained by the Chairman, and by J. Sammell, and 
Solomon Lazarus, Esqrs., the Stewards, had, by this time, 
amounted to considerably more than 400/,, and several gentle- 
men round the table, by means of additional donations, greeted 
with hearty cheers, raised the amount to above 500/. Sampson 
Samuel, Esq., in returning thanks for the compliment previously 
paid to the Committee, passed encomiums upon their efficiency 
and attention, and said that an almost parental interest resulted 
from their active superintendence of the school. He closed an 
effective speech, with some observations on the uses of educa- 
tion. The Chairman expressed his admiration of the odes 
which had been recited, and proposed the healths of the 
authors. Those gentlemen respectively returned thanks, in 
appropriate terms. Mr. Samuel proposed The Stewards, to 
which J. Sammell, Esq. neatly responded. The following gen- 
tlemen were then nominated stewards for the next anniversary 
dinner: Israel Barned, R. Adamson, A. De Symons, L. Jacobs, 
and T, T. Kearsey, Esqrs. Their healths were proposed, and 
I. Barned, Esq. returned thanks, but was not audible where 
we sat. After this toast, the Chairman rose and the company 
broke up, after having spent an agreeable evening. The 
Chairman, in the course of the evening, announced the receipt 
of 50/. trom Miss. Louisa de Rothschild, to be expended in 


_ books. 


JEWS’ INFANT SCHOOL. 


A general meeting of the Subscribers to the above institu- 


tion, was held on Sunday last, at the School, Houndsditch, for 
the election of Honorary Officers, kc. 


I’. H. Goldsmid, Esq., President, in the Chair. 

The President opened the business of the meeting. Imme- 
diately after which, the mode of taking the Votes having been 
arranged, the Ballot was declared open. 

The Hon. Secretary, Mr. W. Josephs, next read the Report, 
which detailed the state and prospects of the Institution. We 
regret to learn, that the funds are not in so prosperous a state 
as could be desired, owing, doubtless, to th utlay which had 


_ been necessarily incurred in building, and the Ynavoidable ex- 


— attendant on the first establishment of an Institution. 
he Report concluded with an eloquent appeal, calling on all 
to step forward, and, in consideration of the good such an 
institution was calculated to effect, to lend all their endeavours 


> 


| 


for its support. There are applications for of 
80 scholars more than the school mull acco 
would willingly have made more copious as oy he 
Report, but the protracted ence occuples a | e space 
railable in our present number. 
Mr. Samuel moved, that the adopted, 
&e. Mr. Jones Spyer seconded the motion, ane Was 
unanimously. Mr. J. Foligno, here uestion the 
eligibility for office of any member of t , agree treet 
congregation. Mr. Spyer rose to order; an the fee mg 2% 
peared general, that to discuss the merits or demerits of indi- 


cordance with the usages of similar institutions, would be at 
once invidious and inconvenient. Mr. H. Moses complained, 
that the bulk of the Subscribers had no conception of who 
were to be proposed for office, and maintained that m4 sum- 
monses ought to have conveyed a list of those nominated, I he 
Chairman and Secretary defended the course pursued, as in 
accordance with the usages of other charities which were 
alluded to by name. The debate was becoming desultory, 
and a motion of adjournment was made, but declared inad- 
missable while the Ballot was in progress. Mr, Franklin 
depreeated such a discussion, in such a meeting, and admitted, 
that while no blame could attach to those who had merely 
followed precedent, he would support a law, which, for a! 
future elections, should place the nomination list in the hands 
of all the Subscribers. ‘The Hon. Secretary having commenced 
to read the code of laws proposed for the government of the 
Institution, Mr. Henry Moses, on the question that the first be 
adopted, moved an adjournment of the consideration of the 
laws to another meeting, to be specially convened. . 8. 
Samuel seconded the motion: he earnestly hoped, that the 
Meeting would not suffer any personal feeling to mterfere, for 
a moment, with the great objects contemplated by a charity 
like this. This Institution was safe in its government, was 
perfectly secure in its management, which could not. be inter- 
fered with by any individual, however high his station, either 
in society, or with regard to the Institution. The education 
adopted being firmly fixed, no person whatever could intro- 
duce his private opinions, be they what they might, into the 
management of this Charity. He did not consider, that after 
the recent discussion, the calmness necessary for the considera- 
tion of laws could be maintained; he hoped, however, that 


nothing had transpired to interfere with the interests of the 
Charity. 


carried unanimously. 


The Scrutineers then delivered in the result of the election, 
when it appeared that— 

The President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary, 
were re-elected, and nine gentlemen were appointed Members 
of the Committee, in lieu of nine who retire by rotation. 

Mr. 8. H. Ellis, ete eaty the thanks of the meeting to the 
President, stating that the feeling in which the meeting re- 

arded his exertions, was evinced by the majority with which 
e was returned. 

Mr. H. Moses, in seconding this motion, said he wished 
it to be distinctly understood, that, in taking the course he had 
done, he was influenced by principle alone; he had always 
heard the Institution spoken well of, and the interest which 
the President had taken in it, was the theme of universal com- 
mendation ; therefore, he had much pleasure in seconding the 
motion, but, at the same time, with reference to the large 
majority spoken of by the proposer, he considered that was 
produced by unusual means. The motion having passed with 
acclamation, Mr. Goldsmid acknowledged the compliment, and 
assured all parties that a very needless apprehension was 
entertained as to the probable employment of his influence in 
that institution ; his religious opinions were entertained con- 
sclentiously, but it was by no means his principle to press 
those opinions, both in season and out of season, upon others ; 
he could not maps that his view, as to how the children 
were to be trained, could at all differ from those entertained, 


even by the gentlemen opposed to him; and if they could, he 


vidual names on the list proposed by the Committee, in ac-_ 


The postponement of the consideration of the laws was 
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would never seek to counteract the majority. This assurance 
was hailed with applause, and appeared to produce general 
satisfaction. After thanks to the other officers for the past year, 
the meeting adjourned. 

Looking back upon this meeting, we cannot regard it but as 
a most irregular one, both as respects the proceeding to a public 
election, without the previous enactment of laws, and the 
raising of unsuitable personal discussions in an election by 
ballot. Our views on the prevailing desire, not to invest 
seceders with the management of placulicnal charities, are 
expressed elsewhere. In this particular case, the risk of 
abuse is not only any thing but “ imminent,” but the pledge of 
an honorable man has made even the disposition altogether 
improbable. We hear dissatisfaction expressed at the surprise 
effected by Mr. Goldsmid’s friends, who mustered in strength,* 
in order to secure his election, bringing up large numbers of 
ladies and children to vote, (rather unusual attendants on such 
occasions) while those adverse to Mr. G., were almost wholly un- 
aware of the chance of his re-election.. There can, however, have 
been nothing unfair in the course pursued, the same procedure 
was open to both parties, and those who were apathetic have 
only themselves to blame, if indeed ‘a march has been stolen 
on them.” We are assured on one point, that the presence of 
three individuals holding Mr. Goldsmid’s religious opinions, 
among a committee of twenty-one, can furnish no rational 
warrant for the shadow of. an apprehension ;|| and any subscriber 
who could withdraw his charity on such a pretext must 
but we cannot imagine this possible. 


* There were thirty-eight votes recorded for Mr. Goldsmid, out of 
fifty-one who voted. Several, opposed to that gentleman’s views, sup- 
ported him notwithstanding, on the ground that the compliment was due 
for his past services, and that there existed no warrant for imposing a 
religious test:'some abstained from voting altogether. ‘There are about 
250 subscribers, entitled to vote. 


| During the discussion, Mr. Samuel and Mr. Franklin alluded to the 
pledge conveyed in an address published at the opening of the school, 
which, speaking of the poor, says, “‘ They will rejoice to observe that their 
children are being instructed in the principles and observances of our 
faith, as taught in other Institutions, which will be inculcated and explained 
with perseverance, and with a circumspection which must be satisfactory 
to every member of the community.” | 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Great Synagogue, London.—The Rev. D. M. Isaacs, of 
Liverpool, delivered a discourse in this Synagogue, during the 
aiternoon service of Sabbath, 5th of March. ‘The text chosen 
was, Isaiah lviii. 13-14, on the duties of the Sabbath. The dis- 
course, which extended over an hour and forty minutes, chiefly 
consisted of expositions of the hallowing influences of that im- 
portant institution, and exhortations to a due observance of its 
requirements, ‘The congregation was evidently much gratified 
by the Rev. gentleman’s discourse, and we gathered, that a’ 
very high opinion is generally entertained of his learning and 
eloquence. It appears that the casual visit of Mr. Isaacs to 
London, afforded to the officers of the Synagogue, an oppor- 
tunity to solicit a sermon from him before his return. The 
notice given to the public was exceedingly short, but the ex- 
tensive Synagogue was crowded in every part; thus, in every 
possible form, is manifested the extreme anxiety of all classes 
for pulpit instruction. Those, whose position enables them to 
secure the means of training a ministry, will incur a heavy 
responsibility, if the rising generation be left as comparatively 
destitute of guides and instructors, as it must be, unless proper 
be adopted forthwith. 

ambro’ Synagogue. a Street).—Mr. Henry, 
Master of the Free School, whose services as auxiliary reader 
in the Great Synagogue, during the last Holy-days, were so 
generally tin rn is an admitted candidate for the 
vacant office of Reader in the Hambro Synagogue. His testi- 


monials are understood to be of a high character. 

Board of Deputies.—We find that the officers of this Board, 
at a meeting on the 6th instant, have ordered the circulation, 
among their constituents, of the instructions given by the 
Ecclesiastical authorities to Sir Moses Montefiore, being | 
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the Seceders to be ‘* Secretary of a Synagogue.” Our readers 
were informed of the tenor of these instructions, two numbers 
back; the only point which may be unfamiliar to them, is an 
extract from the 2nd article of the constitution of the Board of 
Deputies, which declares, that ‘* the guidance of the commu- 
nity in religious matters shall remain, as heretofore, with the 
Ecclesiastical authorities.” Hence, it was not only, no 
‘‘ misuse of power,” by the Chairman of that Board, but it 
was imperative upon him to obey the instructions above 
referred to. 

Prospects of Apostacy.—Converting expeditions appear to 
be all the rage in Palestine, and Bishop Alexander, (with 
whom, by the way, the French press is very angry for his 
pompous entry into the Holy Land,) may find enough to do 
in preserving Christians from Mahometanism. The Zines 
correspondent reports: —‘* There are now four Mollahs in 
Dais el Kammer, but I have heard of no conversions: four 
Christian women and.a lad, pressed by hunger, embraced 
Islamism Jefore their arrival.” If Dr. Pusey is mght, there 
were only four Jewish converts in the Bishop’s see, so that the 
balance is already onthe other side, 


The above extract will teach those who have not already | 


learned to analyse the impulses to apostacy, that hunger is a 
far more powerful engine, than one of even “* forty (Mollah) 
power.” As a set off against the Lord Bishop himself, Pales- 
tine rejoices in the possession of Omar Pacha, an Austrian 
Christian converted to Islamism, and enjoying a far more com- 
fortable berth, than any other apostate in that district. We 
remember the application of the fable, in which the Sun is 
more successful than the Wind, in inducing the wanderer to 
put off his cloak. A new version might be constructed for 
Palestine, in which Hunger, represented by the Wind—and a 
bishopric or a pachalic, represented by the Sun,—would exhibit 
the former as the more suasive for the adoption of a cloak. 

The Sphardim Congregation.—(Spanish and Portuguese ).— 
We hear that the Elders of this congregation have forborne to 
press their painful office in the present emergency, to the full 
extent of the precedent referred to in our last; but have been 
content to read in the Synagogue, last Sabbath, the names ot 
the seceders from the Congregation, and to declare the dis- 
qualifications to which they had thereby subjected themselves, 
in consequence of their violation of the laws, and their having 
. established a place of worship opposed to our holy religion.” 
These disqualifications are—forteiture of the rights-and immuni- 
tices of membership; vacation of their. seats; incapacity for 
various religious siasee in the Congregation; and, in case ot 
death during contumacy, ineligibility for burial qvit/in the $39 
of the cemetery, with the accompanying rites, In so far as 
respects the religious and educational charities, which are de- 
pendent for annual grants upon the Elders of this Congregation, 
we learn, that a declaratory resolution. was passed, expressive ot 
the opinion, that the seceders, while they continue in contu- 
macy, cannot exercise any share in the management of such 
charities. It is said, that the opinion so declared by the 
Elders, though merely a recommendation to the dependent 
bodies, is sure to be acted upon. As for our view of the 
matter, though it would deprecate alarm where danger is not 
imminent in the present aspect of affairs, we cannot battle 
with the precautionary principle, which would exclude, from 
the lene training of youth, an influence, declared by the 
constituted authorities, to be inimical to our religious institu- 
tions. If the question, however, must be raised, we see no 
warrant for excluding any member soever, from a voice in 
the election of directors, qualified on all points which may, 
now or hereafter, be declared necessary for the government of 
such institutions ; nor from a share in the election of recipients 
of the charity, if such recipients have been previously declared 
eligible by the qualified directors. 

‘* The Times,” ina leading article, on the 14th instant, gives 
a wrong version of Divine Law, in the matter of marriage with 
the sister of a deceased wife. The Jews are the proper 
expositors of their own Scriptures ; and such marriages, what- 


ever may be thought of their expediency, are NoT forbidden. 


those upon which he acted in refusing to certify the minister of — 
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LOYAL ADDRESSES ON THE BIRTH OF THE 
PRINCE OF WALES. 


We are favored with copies of the following addresses: that, 
to her Majesty, was presented at the Levee held on Wednesday, 
March 16—the other two, were presented at Buckingham Palace, 
Thursday 17th. The gentlemen who composed the deputation 
from the Board of Deputies, and who had the honor to be most 

raciously received, were —Hananel De Castro, Esq., J. H. 
Helbert Esq., and H. H. Cohen, Esq. The sentiments thus 
suitably expressed on behalf of their constituents, will find a 
hearty response in every Jewish bosom throughout these realms. 


To the Queen’s Most. Excellent Majesty. 
MOST GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN ! } 
We, the London Committee of Deputies of the British Jews, 


for ourselves, and for the several Congregations whom we re- 


spectively A SET dutifully offer to your Majesty our heart- 
felt congratu 
safety, and the birth of a Prince of Wales. 

As faithful subjects of your Majesty, we hail this event, so 
delightful to your Majesty, and to your Majesty's Illustrious 
Consort, with feelings of the sincerest joy. Our grateful 
thanks are devoutly given |to Almighty God, who, in His 
infinite mercy, has sustained your Majesty in the hour of suf- 
fering, and who, in promoting your Majesty's individual happi- 


ness, has, in His gracious providence, been no less mindful of 


the nation’s welfare. 

We feel assured, that the Heir apparent to that throne which 
your Majesty so augustly occupies, emulous of your Majesty’s 
bright example, and conscious of his high destinies, will, as he 
matures in years, ripen in yirtues—thus gladdening alike the 
hearts. of your Majesty and of your Majesty’s Illustrious Consort, 
and of the British people. 7 

Fervently do we hope and pray, that your Majesty may reign 
long and prosperously, blessed in the enjoyment of domestic 
felicity, and cheered in the fulfilment of your Majesty’s regal 
duties, by the continuing manifestations of the people's affec- 
tion, their ardent admiration, and their unswerving loyalty. 

(Signed by Twenty-four Deputies.) 
Address to his Royal Highness Prince Albert. 

This is couched in similar language : we have only room for 
one passage : 

* * * ¥* “to reiterate to your Royal Highness 
how fully and how warmly we appreciate that zealous devotion 
to the welfare of the state which your Royal Highness so inva- 
riably evinces,” 


Address to her Royal Highness the Duchess of Kent. 


__. This closely resembles that to Prince Albert, with the sub- 
stitution of the following passage for that given above. 

* * * * “ Gratefully do we acknowledge, that 
the virtues which give additional lustre to the Royal Dignity, 
have grown and blossomed under the judicious culture of your 
Royal Highness.” | 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE, 
“The Prussian and Austrian Consuls have singular cases at 
present pending with the local government. About two months 
ago, two Jews, an Austrian and a Prussian, quitted Damascus, 
and, after a village fair in the neighbourhood, they, in the then 
disturbed state of the country, applied to the Governor for an 
escort, intending to suaned to Sidon. The Governor de- 
manded 100 piasters from each, for the escort, which was 
readily given, and they started on their journey. They had 
not proceeded far, when the escort fired upon them, but missed ; 
the j ews then got off their horses and implored mercy, offering 
10,000 piasters for their lives, which was accepted. However, 
on untying their belts to produce the money, the escort seized 
all in their possession, amounting to 70,000 piasters. They 
then —_ to divide the booty, and the Jews escaped; they 
were subs 
and both strangled, in order that they might never peach. The 
murderers are in Beyrout, awaiting their trials."— 


ations, on the auspicious event of your Majesty's 


equently followed by the escort to different villages 


The Suabian Mercury of the 3rd inst. states, that a Gallician 


1 ' re. is at present the subject of general 


conversation at Vienna, in conse 
memory. At twelve years of sae, could repeat the Talmud 


by heart. He was lately presented, in his Ppcen ce to 
Prince MrTrTERNICH, at a sour'ee composed of philosophers and 
istinguished naturalists. 

dhe Archives Israélites de France.—We Tegret to 
announce the death of Professor Krug, of the sigma at 
Leipzig, who, on several ae has powériully written in 
avo »wish emancipation. 

King of the Netherlands has created a 
chivalric order, which is destined as a reward for civil merit, 
and which he has named, “ the order of the crown of oak,” 
His Majesty has himself elected the first ten; amongst whom, 
the names of Meyerbeer and Halevy appear. 

The publication of the Israelitisehe A nnalen, edited by the 
learned Dr. Jost, of Frankfort, has been discontinued, 

The Archives Israélites says, that an English journal an. 
nounces the Chief Rabbi’s interdict of the ‘* form of prayer” 
of the seceders, to have been burnt at Liverpool /—as the note 
appended to this morceau, offers for sale, at the bureau of the 
Archives, both the interdicted book, and the inaugural dis- 
course of Af. Marks, we hope that this misrepresentation will 
be corrected from the proper quarter, and in the proper manner. 

Smyrna.—L' Echo de Orient contains a letter from twelve 
Jews of Smyrna, (addressed to the editor,) expressive of a deep 
sense of obligation towards the several benevolent parties who 
assisted them after the recent calamity. Among the residents, 
special mention is made of M. F. de Cramer and others, by 
whose efforts the Greek and European Lazarettos, as well as 
the Turkish barracks, were thrown open to 2000 Jews ; while 
4000 others were exposed in the streets, many falling victims 
to the consequences, Among the foreigners whose beneficent 
aid is specially recorded, appear the names of the Ltothschild 
family, Sir M. Montefiore and others, whose continued pro- 
tection and assistance are still appealed to. 

Bavarian Intolerance.—A Bavarian minister, complaining to 
the Jewish community that so large a number of their co-reli- 
gionists should emigrate to America, asked them to suggest a 
remedy, ‘ The means are simple,’”’ was the reply; ‘* trans- 
pose the freedom of America, with the intolerance of Bavaria, 
and the emigrants will all come back again.” 

Amsterdam.—*‘ There has lately been published here a dro- 
chure addressed by a Jew to his co-religionists, advocating in 
an earnest manner, a rational improvement in the conduct of 
public worship, such as—the curtailment of its duration—the 
abolition of sales of Mitzvahs—the employment of the national 
language in sermons and public announcements—the establish- 
ment of a choir—the religious confirmation of both sexes—the 
celebration of marriages in the synagogue, &e. kc. Unfortu- 


nately there is little probability of success with the existing ad- 


ministration.” 

Lhe Prussian Jews,—The English press quotes from the 
Journal des Debats, some extraordinary statements of a change 
in the social and political condition of his Jewish subjects, 
effected by the King of Prussia, since his return from England. 
We have instituted some enquiries, and have not sufficient 
confidence in the authority quoted, to warrant any further re- 
mark at present. 

From a correspondent.) —R. Koppel Markbreiter, 
sub jtn of this congregation, attained the 50th vear of his ser- 
Vice in that capacity, on 7333n naw last. He published a 
Mn AN (offering of thanksgiving) on the interesting occasion 
of this Jubilee, a German translation being appended by the 
Rey. Mr, Mannheimer, with the motto, “ Happy is he whom 
Thou choosest, and causest to be near unto Thee, that he ma 
dwell in Thy courts.”—Psal. lxv. 5. The offering opens with 
a prayer, and then relates how the author, a helpless orphan 
boy, entered Vienna, and received his first education, how he 
became a private teacher, and subsequently how, in 1792, he was 
appointed to the office which he still occupies (in his 73rd 
year) saying with Joshua xiv. 1]. “ As my strength was then, 


| ¢ven 80 1s my strength now.” After a concluding prayer, Mr. 
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Mannheimer delivered an appropriate sermon, with all his 
usual effect. 

Jewish Revenge.—Some poetic pieces have just been pub- 
lished in France by a Jew, in aid of the Spanish Refugees lo- 
cated in that kingdom—The Jew,—whose people were cruelly 
tortured and driven from Spain. 


THE DECREE OF 17th MARCH. 
(Continued from last Number.) 


David Blum remained fixed to the spot, one hand in the act 
of making the military salute, and the other holding the cross 
which the Emperor had handed to him; his faculties seemed | 
suspended, a confused dizziness seized upon him, his heart 
pulsated violently, and when his comrades brought him to 
himself, it seemed to him as if he had just awoke from a dream. 
The conflicting sentiments with which he was agitated, were 
soon dispelled by a serious occurrence ; a horde of Cossacks 
appeared in the distance, and, after a desperate struggle, in 
which nearly all the French detachment perished, David was 
wounded and made prisoner. As he had commanded the 
small party, he was taken for an officer; and it was to this 
mistake that he owed his life, and the misery of being sent to 
Moscow, whence, after long incarceration, he was transported to 
Siberia. The unfortunate prisoner was conducted, amidst the 
most brutal treatment, to a mine beyond the Uralian mountains, 
at a distance of nine hundred leagues from St. Petersburg. In 
this premature tomb, he, as it were, forgot his very name, his 
country, his individuality; and his existence. was __ passed 
between labour and the knout. In this desert, peopled with 
hundreds of living creatures all morally dead, there is nought 
but suffering. There, the labouring miner possesses neither 
family nor friends; nothing but tears, and the gnashings of 
despair; there, the exile is no more connected with the world, 
save by the almost imperceptible thread of a recollection, 
which, every day, becomes more and more attenuated ; there, 
tormentors and their victims, who had been bowed down by 
the same yoke, lie, side by side, in their eternal sleep, and the 
desert, o’er which generations of exiles have passed, is seldom, 
if ever, re-traversed. David Blum lived twenty-eight years 
in this subterranean labour, during which time he experienced 
neither regret, ennui, nor despair; for his soul had been steeled 
against suffering, and his lacerated heart, long since pierced 
by many wounds, was invulnerable to a fresh one. One 
morning, they told him that he was free; at first he could not 
comprehend the meaning of the word which had been erased 
from his memory, and he instinctively walked straight onwards. 
With his reason, he however recovered the consciousness of 
the horrors of his situation. He, a poor link violently 
wrenched from the social chain, shuddered.at his own isolated 
condition, and, for an instant, meditated returning to slavery 
and the knout. But the word ‘* /vance’’ awakened, as if by 
magic, his benumbed spirit, and he traversed Europe with a 
determination which did not, for an instant, forsake him, having 
for fortune, his travelling staff—for support, the charity of 
generous hearts—for a guide, that Polar star, denominated 
Country. 

At length, one morning in December, 1840, he arrived at 
his native village: he had left it in the prime of youth, and 
with the vigour of manhood, but he now entered it with a 
stooping figure, an emaciated body, a sunken eye, and a 
tottering step. At first, he looked around him with a vacant 
stare, for he could recognise, neither the village of former 
days, his paternal home, nor the walnut tree which had 
formerly sheltered him from the storm. Where was the pretty 
rivulet, whose capricious course, he, when a child, had so often 
followed? Where was the garden, scene of his infant sports, 
where he had gathered flowers for his betrothed Sarah? Alas! 
these and many other things had disappeared; for the village 
had become a small town; factories 13 been established ; all, 
in appearance, was changed; and David, for the first time in 
twenty-eight years, felt the moisture of a tear on his eye-lid—a 
tear of regret for the bright past, which the breath of adversity 
had blown from him. The population’ of the country was also 
changed; the former inhabitants were dead; and the new 
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generation were strangers to him: the name of Blum was 
entirely forgotten, and David found not a hand which he could 
press. He observed that he was regarded suspiciously, and, 
after praying at the tomb of his parents, he directed his steps 
towards Paris, where, as preparations were being made for the 
celebration of the obsequies of the Emperor, he hoped to meet 
some former brother-in-arms. Mepicvs. 
(To be continued.) 


Neglect of the Talmud.—* Nor is this neglect confined to the 
circle, where difference of descent and creed render it at least 
intelligible. The descendants themselves of the sages to whom 
we owe these treasures of Hebrew Literature,—they whose 


forefathers regarded these volumes with a reverence that erred 


only in its excess, and through a passionate gratitude, which, 
in a more favored race, would have incurred no harsher censure’ 
than that of patriot partiality, had allowed no appeal from their 
authority, no questioning of their contents—alas ! even of these, 
the far greater part know the Talmud.only by name. The 
faithful satellite of the inspired code which, with reflected 
light, guided their ancestors through the gloom and the rugged 
path, remains in eclipse even for these, by the shadow of their 
own neglect and degenerate indifference. | 

“Like the luminary, indeed, from which I have drawn my 
metaphor, the Talmud is “‘ a spotted orb:” and that which I 
have described as an eclipse, some of my readers may consider 
as its wane, nay, may interpret the dimness and decay of its 
fame as a happy omen, the effect and symptom of a stronger. 
light arising. But the more I reflect, and the more heedfully 
[ look around me, the less am I disposed to partake in their 
inferences or their anticipation. If a light it at all deserves to 


be called, it is the sudden glare of an expiring torch—generally 


succeeded by total darkness. Or, to use a yet more appro- 
priate simile, it is the light of a burning heap of combustibles, 
consuming and destroying the materials on which it feeds. 
What, if by neglecting the uninspired, such men were also to 
neglect the inspired writings? What, if by forsaking the 
religion of their forefathers, they were equally to despise all 
other religions ?—and ceasing to be Jews, they should become 
Atheists? Would this be desirable? And yet, that this is the 
case with by far the greater part of those that turn their backs 
on the iidots of their ancestors, sad experience teaches us. 
Such men generally begin (after having first picked up the 
garbage of modern learning) with laughing, im conjunction 
with injudicious or infidel writers, at what they call Rabbinical 
absurdities, and end with despising the word of God.”— 
Hurwitz. 


REVIEWS. 


The Cheap Jewish Library—dedicated to the Working Classes. 


No. 3, “ The Birth Day.”—No. 4, ** The Great Mart.” | 

Our engagements have not yet permitted us to do justice to 
these interesting little books; but we lose no time in expressing 
our gratification at the truly Jewish spirit displayed in this per- 
severance of the Editors. Our former recommendation, that 
the price should be reduced, has been followed, and here is a 
whole sheet for 1d., and 24 sheets for 2d., still further reduced 
to those purchasing for gratuitous distribution. We confidently 
hope that such opportunities of obtaining, below their cost 
and value, the means of interesting and improving the humbler 
classes, will be cheerfully used by the friends of popular 
instruction, who will not expect a further sacrifice by the 
Editors. Rumour says, these are ladies, and we appeal both to 
the gallantry and charjtable feeling of our readers, to show a 
due appreciation of their benevolent labours. A member of a 
provincial synagogue has already taken a considerable number, 
thus setting an example which will doubtless be followed. As 
our former hint was so courteously received, we shall probably 
take the liberty to suggest one or two improvements for future 
Numbers, but in a manner more useful than through the 
medium of a published review. 


mb Sysw n-n—Is the Oral Law of Divine Origin, and there- 
fore Binding upon the Jews? By Onze or Tuemsexves. 
Wertheimer & Co.,—2s. | 


The general appreciation of this book will be best proved by 
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the fact, that a second edition is already in the press. We 
continue our review from No. 12. 

The learned writer exhibits the futility of objections urged 
against the Oral Law, on the allegation of some false opinions 
entertained by writers in the Talmud. He shows, how the 
sublimities of Socrates and Anaxagoras might be brought into 
disrepute, if certain of their quoted opinions (proved to be 
ridiculous) could invalidate all they taught. The immoderate 
credulity of the Talmudic doctors, is denied, and allusions made 
to the many modern verifications of antique records, pre- 
viously regarded fictitious for centuries. 

The charge that the Talmud writings exhibit “ a gross 
ignorance of all consistent exegetical rules,” is happily dis- 
posed of, by a complete dissection of the twelve. midoth of 
R. Ishmael, and an exemplification of their operation in every 
instance. 

The third objection is stated thus—‘‘ Not only do the 
Scriptures contain no allusion to an Oral Law, but, on.the con- 
trary, they expressly prohibit the admission of any law, other 
than that laid down in the Pentateuch.” The passages cited 
as proof of this, are Deut. iv. 2. and xu, 32. ; 

‘he writer answers this objection, by adducing several pas- 
sages from the Pentateuch and the other Scriptures, containing 
allusions to laws and rules of conduct, of Divine authority, not 
in the Scriptures. He proves also, that although the two verses 
above referred to, forbid additions to, or diminutions from, the 
law ‘* commanded,” still, in order to bear out the object of the 
cavillers, the words “in this book,” must ‘have been super- 
added. He next quotes Deut. xvii. 8, 9, and argues that this 
could only refer to laws revealed, but not written. 
rects a false rendering in the English version of the word way 
in Nehem. viii, 8; and shows how the amended version refers 
to the oral instructions of Moses. (Deut. 1, 5.) Among the ordi- 
nances imposed and observed in the times of the a ow 
neither prescribed in the Bible nor rebuked as_ unlawful 
‘* additions,’’ he mentions the four fasts (still observed) enu- 
merated in Zech. viii. 19. He proves also from Jer. xvii. 22, 
and Nehem, x. 30—32, that not to carry burdens, ‘‘ as J com- 
manded your fathers,’—and not to buy ‘ ware or victuals” on 
sabbaths and holydays,—had long been laws of God, although 
not written laws. This branch of the subject is concluded by 
quoting the following supposed allusions to the Oral Law. 

(Deut. iv. 44, 45.) Hare, in addition to the Law which he 
‘ set before” palpably, there were the testimonies, statutes, and: 
judgments which he merely: spake.” 

(Deut. xii, 21.) Here, in reference to the slaughter of the 
herds and flocks, it says, 4s have commanded 
thee. Where is this command in the Scripture ? 

(Hosea viii. 12.) 1339 “ have written for 


him the greater parts of my law.” 13> is falsely rendered in 
the authorised version, great things. 


We recommend our readers to consult the pamphlet itself ; 


these meagre extracts convey but an inadequate notion of ‘its 
logical deductions. | 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 
Friday 18th of March, qth of }03 Sabbath at 6 o’Clock. 


Sabb, 19 ww Portion of week yy 
Friday 25 = 14 “ Sabb. at 6 Fast of first born 
Sabb. 26 a 15 ** Ist of nop 

Sund, 27 ac 16 + Ist of 
Mond, 28 3 
Wed. 30 19 5 ‘6 4 
Thurs. 31 20 “ 6 


ON DITS. 


It is rumoured that for the anniversary dinner of the Jews’ 
Orphan Asylum, to be presided over by Lord John Russell, 
the have consented to act as stewards, 
Baron M., de othschild, The Lord Mayor, Sir William Clay, 
M. P., Messrs, Denis Samuel, H. De Castro, George Byng, M.P., 


He cor-. 


illips, and Morris Emanuel.—That Dr. is to deliver a 
Pi in the Synagogue in Bevis Marks, on the 2nd. day 
of Passover, during the afternoon service, at half-past two, 
p. M.—That a certain Bishop has addressed a letter of appro- 
bation to the Editor of the inaugural discourse of the Seceders ; 
—and that a learned Doctor of the Conversion Society is about 
to publish an answer to the —— concerning ‘*‘ the Oral 


Law,” which has just appeared. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


A Letter to the Times is not just now seasonable ; we how- 
ever trust to be favored with an occasional contribution from 
so valued a correspondent, We have some materials which 
we are desirous to bring under his private notice. 

Birmingham National School.—At the request of three 
correspondents, we give the name of Mr, Spiers as the member 
referred to in the article under this title, in our last number. 

The Magazines.—We will in future, when quoting objec- 
tionable passages, state the sources. We only see those pub- 
lications which are brought under our special notice.» We 
acknowledge with thanks the receipt of the Christian Lady's 
Magazine tor March, and our high sense of the panegyric on 
our labours by the amiable and accomplished Editor, as well 
as of her exposure of the illiberality of an article in Black- 
moods Magazine. 

The Peyutim.—The conclusion of our correspondent’s 
article on this subject shall appear in our next. 
RS. AND MISS AGUILAR’S Preparatory Establish- 
ment for Young Gentlemen, from four to ten years of age, No. 5, Triangle, 
Hackney, with liberal Board, and Instruction in Religion, the English and Hebrew 
Languages, Writing, Arithmetic, Geography and History. Applications, as above, 


for terms and further particulars, will be promptly attended to. 
N.B. The Passover Vacation will cease on 25th April, next. 


ENRY LAWRANCE, Brush Manufacturer, 5, Castle 


Street, Houndsditch, respectfully informs his friends and the public that 
he has commenced business in the above line; and begs to assure them that every 


article will be manufactured in the very best manner, and on the most reasonable 
terms, 


A YOUTH of respectable connexions, who has had the 


advantages of a liberal education in French, German, &c., wishes to make , 


himself generally useful.in a Merchant’s Counting-house, or Warehouse. Letters 
to be addressed to M. D. at Mr. 8. Solomons, 23, Great Prescott Street. 


R.R. 1. COHEN’S Hesrew Acapemy, 10&11, HighStreet, 

Chariton, Dover. This establishment is pleasantly situated on the High 
road to London, and is perfectly healthy, being free from all obstructions relating 
thereto; and contiguous to that beautiful, fashionable, and improving watering 
place, Dover, in ‘the county of Kent, so justly famed for its excellent Bathing ; 
which the pupils are permitted to enjoy as frequently as is expedient for them ; 
and as only a limited number are received, the comforts and accommodation are 
particularly studied. The course of Education comprises English in all its 
branches, Hebrew, German, French, Latin, Mathematics, &c. Reference and 


particulars may be had at the Rev. David Meldola’s, 10, Bevis Marks, or at 
Messrs. Wertheimer and Co.’s, Finsbury Circus, 


YO) VON PRIA 
COHEN, Licensed Dealer in BRITISH WINES, 


@ No. 80, Houndsditch, begs to inform his Friends and the Public in 
general, that he intends continuing the sale of British Wine for the ensuing 


Passover, as during the year; and trusts to give every satisfaction to all who will 
please to favor him with their commands. 


“TIS MwA 
LL kinds of cakes for Passover, supplied by A. Levy, 


Cook and Ornamental Confectioner, and Fancy Biscuit Baker, at No. 2, 
Stoney Lane, opposite Ebenezer Square, and at No. 34, Norton Folgate, adjoining 


the City of London Theatre. Dinners, Suppers, &e, Provided in the most 
approved style, on very Moderate Terms. 3 


In the Press. 7 


Blane ROD OF JUDGMENT, which proves to demonstra- 


on, by natural inferences, the truth of the Oral Law, transmitted to us by 
the Sages of Israel, the Authors of the Mishna and the Talmud, written by the 
Rey. Davin Nieto, (of blessed memory,) Chief Rabbi of the Spanish and 
Portuguese Congregation of London (in the year 5474). Translated from the 
Hebrew, by Dr. L. Loews. (No. 1, Price 2s.) 


Printed by Wertheimer & Co, ; Sold by the Translator, 55, Mansell-st., Goodm. -fields. 


London: Published by Sreir1, Paternoster Row; and sold by 
; Abrahams; and Valentine, 
oundsditch ; ertheimer o., Circus-place, Finsbury ; te 

& Son, 106, Strand. Mex 


Printed by E. Varry, 27, Camomile Street, Bishopsgate. 
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